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A Map is a very important tool and a reference point for all purposes of official decision-making. Though 

the genesis of maps dates back to the ancient civilizations, where the understanding of astronomy, 

environment and natural features, symbolisms, cognition, activities et al sometime individually and mostly 

in combination, were often incorporated in drawing the same. 

With passage of time and progress in human activities, a map began to depict the ‘real world’. Applied and 

evolved in the hands of travellers, conquerors and later colonisers, a map today depicts physical features, 

revenue and ownership information, land-use, transportation linkages etc. With standardised format, 

quantum of data and the software used; a map today is a global document of a local context, with parity in 

language and officially describing a political limit to groups of decision-makers. This creates a rift between 

the decision-makers and those affected by it. As the process of standardisation moved away from the 

context, these maps failed to accommodate people and their culture qualitatively. 

In sharp contrast is the practice of Cultural Mapping which could be considered a continuity of the concept 

developed by the ancients. Primarily used by heritage managers or academicians, such maps depict a wider 

range of complex information of a context, its people, activities, natural resources, associations’ et al in a 

comprehensive and interactive manner. Developed through a participatory process, these diagrams enjoy 

the flexibility of content, quantum of data stored, medium of expression adopted, method of drawing, 

usage of graphics and texts and in the application. Although such maps are democratic in structure and 

content, its potential as a mainstream planning tool, is yet to be appreciated. 

The challenge lies in developing a method to bridge between the parallel practices of mapping extant 

today. The paper attempts to do the same through understanding mapping techniques prevalent in varied 

cultural groups and modifying the approach and thereby content of maps for effective heritage 

management. 
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