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The World Heritage Convention has run for 40 years and there are remarkable 

achievements, e.g. 911 World Heritage properties, 187 States Parties, 151 States have their 

properties. That’s reflecting "outstanding universal value" of the spiritual essence of the 

World Heritage. The theme to include peace, human rights and environment has been 

promoted. Meanwhile, the process of implementation of the Convention also entrained 

some problems, even led to local conflicts along the border. Which direction will the future 

of the Convention go towards? How   to establish better mechanisms in the legal policy? 

How to ensure sustainability development of the Convention? Thus, we need to consider 

seriously and answer to them. 

1) Give special emphasis on the typical characteristic of World Heritage. Based on the "global 

strategy", the future policy of World Heritage must enhance special requirements about the 

typical characteristic which is a true reflection of the spirit of World Heritage. It’s essential 

for   irreplaceable value of World Heritage. 

2) Control total number of the "World Heritage List". As continue to implement the "5C" 

strategy,   the rate of increase for the list should slow down. World Heritage properties are 

going to break the four-digit numbers, and the value of World Heritage will be greatly 

reduced. 

3) Do not encourage that States Parties which have enough properties nominate new 

heritage project. For example, China has 40 World Heritage sites, there is no need to 

increase. Their main focus should be placed on the protection of existing properties 

carefully. 

4) Analyze outstanding cases and bad cases, in order to helping for the optimal policy. 
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