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Panel I - Chair Professor Emeritus Erland Eklund, Åbo Akademi university, erland.eklund@abo.fi 

I. Which path will the World Heritage Convention take in upcoming years? 

Almost forty years has passed since the UNESCO World Heritage Convention or Convention concerning the 

Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage was adopted. The convention has had - and still has - a strong 

position as an international set of rules setting the standard for preservation of the most valuable monuments, 

buildings, sites and natural areas of the world. What are the most important issues for the development of the 

Convention and the governance of established and new sites in upcoming years? Keynote speakers will point out 

basic tendencies and hot issues concerning the Convention, its implementation and upcoming issues. The session 

will give room for broad discussions. 

 

1. MD Antti Jääsakeläinen Senior lecturer, University of Turku hanttijaa@jippii.fi 

 

Future guide lines for early measurements in the preservation of cultural values. 

UNESCO World Heritage activities have been of immense importance in the preservation of cultural and 

environmental values for the future generations and the present world.  The emphasis has been put on the 

already existing entities, which can be evaluated by present standards. The future activities in the World 

Heritage preservation need development of guide lines, which take in account the present menaces put by the 

pressure of the society on the existing presumable targets of preservation.  

As an example will the unique museum of living history Kuralan Kylämäki in Turku Finland be presented.  It is a 

complete village, where the living standards of the first half of last century have been preserved with the original 

landscape surrounding it in the central parts of the town. It can show the activities and working methods and 

give an lively experience for the visitors, including the full scale of sensory input: smells, voices, tactile 

experiences of materials and animals, visual field including the experience of being in an original village out of 

the town in a genuine landscape This entity has been endangered by the town planning taking parts of the 

landscape to the construction projects. This is surely a global phenomenon. The impact of World Heritage 

activity could be used in order to protect the completeness of this museum. 

A proposal for the further development of the World Heritage project will be presented. This includes guide lines 

for a preliminary evaluation of the present day targets and of processes, which could prevent the ongoing or 

imminent destruction of cultural and environmental values. The proposal will be based on the experiences of the 

process for the protection of Kuralan Kylämäki It consists of the activities for rising a popular movement for the 

preservation, of the use of internet media, of the lobbying of all levels of the decision making in the society, by 

the use of all channels for the discussion around the menaces for the future of the museum. The role of UNESCO 

World Heritage could be in acting as mediator of the experiences and in a preliminary evaluation of the 

proposed target. This could be done without a heavy administration. Since World Heritage has a globally 

appreciated status the preliminary opinion would be influential in the local processes. 
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2. Johanna Björkholm, PhD in Folkloristics johanna.bjorkholm@abo.fi 

 

The World Heritage Convention and Intangible Cultural Heritage 

My primary area of research is intangible cultural heritage, both as concept and as process. This means that 

when it comes to the World Heritage Convention, my starting point is pretty much that of the outsider. Still, the 

programs of the UNESCO that concern intangible cultural heritage have clearly been inspired by the huge impact 

of the World Heritage Convention. I will talk about how the World Heritage Convention stresses material 

authenticity and in the case of natural sites tends to separate the activities of humans from the preserved areas. 

In contrast, when it comes to intangible cultural heritage it seems as though continuity, variation and active 

performants are key to successful preservation. Therefore, inspired by Australian archaeologist Laurajane Smith, 

I will argue that the World Heritage Convention is part of the Authorized Heritage Discourse (AHD) that 

promotes “aesthetically pleasing material objects, sites, places and/or landscapes that current generations 

‘must’ care for, protect and revere so that they can be passed on to nebulous future generations”. The AHD has 

been naturalized in the Western World, but this discourse promotes a relatively narrow conception of which 

traces of the past in relation to the present and the future that should be regarded as interesting or even worthy 

of attention. 
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