
         

 

 

The Second International WHILD Conference on the World Heritage Research 
 The Future of the World Heritage Convention – a Nordic perspective 

WHILD Vasa/ BA-Institute seminar 

 

Tourism in Heritage and Nature sites as a transnational learning process 

By Professor Antti Honkanen 

One UNESCO's World Heritage mission is to encourage countries to ensure the protection of 

their natural and cultural heritage. UNESCO’s World Heritage is a tool for management of 

natural and cultural heritage but it is also a brand that should tell the uniqueness of sites 

included in the World Heritage list. World Heritage also “belongs to all the peoples of the 

world, irrespective of the territory on which they are located” as it is said in the UNESCOs 

webpage. The main idea behind the World Heritage is the protection of the sites included in 

the list but also the transmission of the universal values. A tourist should also learn about 

culture and nature while visiting on site. 

World Heritage sites are also prime attractors of tourists. The meaning of cultural and nature 

sites are not only as an attraction capturing as many tourists as possible but they also offer a 

possibility to learn from other cultures and nature. The emphasis of presentation is on the 

cultural sustainability; can for tourists from different countries and cultures be taught on the 

cultural sustainability and importance of cultural and nature heritage and which are the 

most important obstacles and contributors in a transnational learning process. A tourist 

always learns something but the presentation contradicts a naïve assumption that visiting on 

a cultural or nature site is a learning process and promotes a more active way to affect on 

visitor’s attitudes if learning is understood deeper so that a tourist become convinced that 

new concept is a more suitable description for the social reality than the older one. 
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